
 

 

 

 

What Makes West Auckland Great – By Emma 
Maualaivao from Avondale College 

West Auckland, located in New Zealand, is known for several qualities that make it a great 

place to live or visit. Here are some aspects that contribute to its appeal: 

Natural Beauty: West Auckland is blessed with stunning natural landscapes. It encompasses 

the breathtaking Waitakere Ranges, which offer a wealth of outdoor activities such as hiking, 

bushwalking, and stunning waterfalls. The rugged coastline provides beautiful beaches, 

including Piha and Karekare, renowned for their surf breaks and dramatic scenery. 

Cultural Diversity: West Auckland is a melting pot of cultures, home to a vibrant and diverse 

community. The area is known for its strong Pacific Island, Māori, and Asian influences, 

which are reflected in its food, festivals, and events. This diversity enriches the local culture 

and contributes to a welcoming and inclusive atmosphere. 

Strong Sense of Community: West Auckland has a close-knit community spirit that is 

cherished by its residents. People often engage in community events, local initiatives, and 

volunteer work to foster a sense of belonging. The area has a range of community centers, 

sports clubs, and social organizations that promote social connections and support 

networks. There are also communtiy works where people gather together and help to clean 

and care for the natural environment and making West Auckland more green and clean. 

Arts and Entertainment: West Auckland has a thriving arts scene. The area is home to 

numerous art galleries, theaters, and creative spaces where local artists can showcase their 

talents. The annual Titirangi Festival of Music, the Going West Books and Writers Festival, 

and other cultural events attract both locals and visitors, fostering a vibrant arts community. 

Outdoor Recreation Opportunities: With its proximity to the Waitakere Ranges and stunning 

beaches, West Auckland offers abundant opportunities for outdoor activities. Residents and 

visitors can enjoy hiking, surfing, fishing, camping, and exploring the natural wonders of the 

region. The West Auckland area also has numerous parks and reserves that provide 

recreational spaces for families, sports enthusiasts, and nature lovers. 

Quality of Life: West Auckland boasts a high quality of life. The area has excellent schools, 

healthcare facilities, and amenities that cater to residents' needs. There are shopping 

centers, restaurants, and cafes that offer a wide range of choices. The slower pace of life, 

combined with the natural beauty and sense of community, creates an environment that is 

conducive to a balanced and fulfilling lifestyle. 

Overall, West Auckland's blend of natural beauty, cultural diversity, strong community spirit, 

artistic endeavors, outdoor recreation opportunities, and quality of life contribute to its 

greatness. Whether you appreciate nature, seek cultural experiences, or value community 

connections, West Auckland has something to offer. 


